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1 PROJECT OVERVIEW  

PROJECT OUTLINE  
 

Two courses in the Historic Conservation Program of the University of Arizona focused 

on city parks during the Spring 2017 Semester. Stephanie Badurski and Susan Bierer 

conducted a Historic American Landscape Survey (HALS) under the direction of Gina 

Chorover, as a coursework unit in Documentation and Interpretation of the Historic 

Built Environment. The Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) is a federal 

program within the Na tional Park Service that is charged with creating a permanent, 

publicly  accessible record of significant cultural and designed landscapes in the United 

States and its territories1. 

The Armory Park HALS report focused on documenting a landscape as a historic and 

cultural resource.  In documenting the landscape, the report aimed to record the history 

and condition of the landscape for future conservation efforts. Additionally, the Armory 

Park HALS report provided a foundation for education and interpretation.   It should be 

noted that  the HALS report  is intended as a record; it provides no protection and does 

not impact property rights in any way.  

Subsequently, as part of their coursework in Preservation Planning (taught by Helen 

Erickson), a team of three students -- Alexander Ageno, Stephanie Badurski and Susan 

Bierer ð collaborated with members of the Armory Park community to create this 

conservation plan.  

  

                                                 
1 Robinson, Judith Helm, Noel D. Vernon, and Catherine C. Lavioe. "Historic American Landscapes Survey 
Guidelines for ..." HALSHistoryGuidelines.pdf. Accessed April 25, 2017. 
https://www.bing.com/cr?IG=FBB17A16D34A4910A30B8ACD41886A48&CID=0866EDBC05A166383ED3E7CC043
1676A&rd=1&h=AkPVQHg9Z9KfT6Tr_wFKHx -
GhoN9WLluR9U3oATCnHU&v=1&r=htt ps%3a%2f%2fwww.nps.gov%2fhdp%2fstandards%2fHALS%2fHALSHistory
Guidelines.pdf&p=DevEx,5061.1. 
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STUDY AREA  
Armory Park and the Tucson Children's Museum landscape encompass approximately 7 

acres of the Armory Park Historic District .   A project area map and detailed site 

description are found in Chapter 2.  

 

L EGAL AND SUPERVISORY CONTEXT  

Park Oversights  

The City of Tucson owns and maintains both Armory Park and the Tucson Childrenôs 

Museum.  The project area lies within the Armory Park Historic District, one of six city -

wide Historic Preservation Zones (HPZs).  These HPZs are zoning overlays enabled by a 

1972 City of Tucson ordinance. 

HPZs require compliance with specific development standards and design guidelines for 

exterior alterations to existing historic and non -historic buildings and also for new 

construction, including work that does not require a building permit. The project 

location also lies within the Rio Nuevo and Downtown (RND) Zone, an other zoning 

overlay which requires that exterior alterations of historic buildings follow national 

standards for rehabilitating historic properties ( City of Tucson Unified Development 

Code 5.8.12). 

National Register Review  

A property listing in the Nation al Register of Historic Places (NRHP) offers prestige, a 

number of incentives and a degree of protection from governmental powers in the form 

of a review process before demolition or remodeling. 

A NRHP listing, however, does not hinder the rights of indivi dual property owners.  

Property owners are not obligated to list their property nor are they obligated to adhere 

to the standards of the NRHP. However, the local HPZ does require review as indicated 

above.  

PROJECT M ETHODOLOGY  
To collect the necessary information for this report, the team gathered information in 

three major ways: 

ƀ Documentation of the history of the park was collected from online reports and 

articles, Tucson Parks and Recreation files, Special Collections at the University 

of Arizona Librari es, and the Arizona Historical Society, where archivists and 

librarians Liz Zepeda, Caitlin Lampman, and Kate Fitzpatrick provided 

invaluable assistance.  Homer Thiel of Desert Archaeology provided a copy of a 

report of Archaeological work done in the proj ect area. 
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ƀ Substantial information was obtained from John Burr, President of the Armory 

Park Neighborhood Association (APNA). Stephen Grede, a long-time resident 

and Registered Landscape Architect, lent his time and expertise to develop a 

historical landscape context, a revised map of Armory Park contributing 

plantings.  

 

ƀ An online survey was conducted through Survey Monkey. This was distributed 

through the APNA community listserv to gain a better understanding of how the 

residents of the Armory Park neighborhood feel about their park. The results of 

this survey are discussed in Chapter 4. 

 

ƀ Using the National Park Service's standard condition assessment, features were 

evaluated as being in good, fair or poor condition.  This provides baseline data on 

the overall health of vegetation and constructed materials. This information is 

presented in Chapter 2.   

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES   

This project will document the history and significance of the park, assess its condition, 

and incorporate resident concerns into a planning document to support the Armory 

Park communityôs goals of historic preservation, activation, adaptation, and 

enhancement. It will provide a vision for future work.  

REPORT ORGANIZATION  
The report for Armory Park is structured in five chapters.  Chapter 1 presents an 

overview of the project-- its history, our methodology, objectives, etc.  Chapter 2 

provides a detailed description and site inventory of Armory Park and the Tucson 

Childrenôs Museum landscape. Chapter 3 covers the site history, Chapter 4 identifies 

stakeholders and analyzes the survey results. Chapter 5 offers final recommendations 

for future action.  
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2 SITE DESCRIPTION  

Project Area  
The Project area is located to the south of the central business district in Tucson, 

Arizona. The landscape of Armory Park and the Tucson Childrenôs Museum (formerly 

the Carnegie Library) occupy approximately seven acres of the Armory Park Historic 

District.  It is bounded by Twelfth Street to the north, Thirteenth street to the south, 

South Scott Avenue to the west, and Fifth Avenue to the east. Sixth Avenue runs north-

south through the project area (Figure 2.1). The original landscape between the two 

parcels was designed to flow together with diagonal sidewalks visually connecting the 

two spaces. Modifications over the years removed the eastern diagonal sidewalk on both 

parcels ending the natural flow from parcel to parcel.  

Except for South Scott Avenue, streets in the project area maintain their historic and 

distinctively wide widths of approximately 54 feet, w hereas Scott Avenue measures 22 

feet2 in width and has undergone changes to accommodate on-street parking.  

 

Figure 2.1 Plan View of the Project Area. Pima Maps, overlay by Susan Bierer.  

Armory Park Historic District  

The Armory Park Historic District, wi thin which the project lies, was originally listed in 

the National Register of Historic Places on July 7, 1976, containing 553 contributing 

                                                 
2 All street widths were calculated from the City of Tucson GIS website. 
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properties.  The period of significance was listed as 1800-1899 and 1900. This allowed 

the district to capture the m ixture of Sonoran adobe and Victorian architectural 

elements that the coming of the railroad introduced to the neighborhood.   

In 1996, an amended National Register of Historic Places nomination updated the 

boundaries of the district, adding 136 additional  contributing properties to the district 

(Figure 2.2). These included Armory Park and the Freeman-Maybeck Memorial Bench.3   

There are now 688 contributing and 109 non-contributing properties in the forty -six-

block area of the expanded boundary (Collins, 1996). The period of significance was also 

expanded to 1860-1945, with 1880 as a significant date due to the Southern Pacific 

railroadôs arrival in Tucson.    

 

Figure 2.2 Project area within the Armory Park Historic District boundary. City of Tucson GIS.   Map overlay by 
Susan Bierer. 

  

                                                 
3The Maybeck Memorial Bench was previously listed as a structure Collins, 1996. It is now listed as an object in the 
1996 NR revision. 
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PROJECT AREA SETTING &  L ANDSCAPE  
Landscape  

Shade trees have been a part of the project areas designed 

landscape since its inception in 1900.  Documenting 

these resources was part of our inventory.  With archival 

resources like the Washington Park postcard (Figure 2.3) 

and the 1948 Amory aerial (Figure 2.4) we can get a good 

visual of what the original landscape looked like.  

A site visit on April 15, 2017 with Landscape Architect 

and Armory Park resident Stephen Grede identified 

plantings in Armory Park that coincide with the amended 

National Register period of significance of 1860-1945 

(Figure 2.5). 

Vegetation marked as Historic or Replacement on 

Gredeôs map are contributing features.  Those plants that 

have been planted more recently are considered non-

contributing features to the historic landscape of Armory 

Park. The removal of, or changes to, any contributing 

features should be accounted for in all planning. 

 The Washington Park postcard in particular gives us 

great insight into what the city had in mind at the turn of 

the century when this park was first designed, as well as a 

peek into the historic built backdrop and view shed. 

Clearly Armory Park and the Carnegie Free Library were 

at the center of the city at the turn of the century, and 

remain an important cultural landscape today.  

Differences in vegetation density and structural 

composition were compared between the photos and on the ground survey as one way of 

identifying vegetation maturity at the date of a given p hoto, and changes to the 

landscape over time. For example, on the 1948 aerial, the shadow length of the Italian 

cypress (Cupressus sempervirens) was used to identify and verify the trees had been 

planted on the western allées by 1948.  

 

Tucson 

-Sits at an elevation of 2,888 

feet 

 

-Is defined by basin and 

range topography 

 

- Is surround ed by five 

   mountain ranges1 

 

- Experiences mild winters 

with few frosts and daytime 

temperatures ranging fr om 

the mid -50s at the lowest to 

mid -60s at the highest 

 -Averages summer 

temperature from high 90s 

to low 100s. The summer 

heat is offset by monsoon 

rains that start in mid -June 

and continue to late 

September 

Sentinel Peak and Tumamoc 

Hill are highly visible 

landmarks from Armory 

Park.   

 

CLIMATE & CONTEXT 
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Figure 2.3 Washin gton Park postcard circa 1910 with Carnegie Free Library in center right with large flagpole in 
front. Photo taken from second floor of the San Carlos Apartments, corner of South Sixth Avenue and East 

Thirteenth Street. Photo credit http://arizon  

 

 

Figure  2.4 Aerial photo of Armory Park, 1948. Historic landscape is still in primarily in place except for the Armory 
building and was built around the landscape. On file City of Tucson Parks and Recreation Department.   
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Figure 2.5 Preliminary planting map iden tifying contributing (historic or replaced in kind) and noncontributing 
(non-historic) vegetation at Armory Park. City of Tucson Landscape Plan for Armory Park (n.d.). Overlay by 
Landscape Architect Stephen Grede, 2017. 

Other plant sources were checked to identify noncontributing plants and to get a initial 

inventory of recent plantings (Figure 2.6).  The Planting List for the 1975 Armory Park 

Senior Center listed 15 different plants that were added around the periphery for the 

new building and shows the location of the proposed planting.  A detailed table of plant 

listing can be found in Figure 2.7.  
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Figure  2.6 City of Tucson Parks and Recreation 1975 Landscape Plan for Armory Park Senior Citizens Center  
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Key to 
Map  

Botan ical Name  Common Name  Size  Quantity  

AL  Atriplex lentiformis breweri  Brewer Saltbush 1 GAL 20 
CA Cassia artemisoides Feathery Cassia 1 GAL 23 
CD Cynodon dactylon ñhybridò ñTiff Greenò bermuda - - 
CY Cyperus alternifolius  Umbrella plant  1 GAL 5 
FL  Fatshedera lizei Fatsheddera 1 GAL 10 
FM Fraxinus velutina óModestoô Modesto Ash 5 GAL 10 
GL Gardina jasminoides  Gardenia 5 GAL 4 
MA Morus alba óFruitlessô Fruitless Multberry  5 GAL 2 
OE Olea europaea Olive 5 GAL 4 
OJ Ophiopogon japonicas  Japanese Mondo 

grass 
1 GAL - 

PA Parkinsoina aculeate  Mexican Palo Verde 5 GAL 15 
SC Santolina chamaecyparissus  Lavender Cotton 1 

GAL& 
Flat 

- 

TJ Trachelospermum 
jasminoides 

Star Jasmine 1 GAL 43 

VT Viburnum tinus ñDwarfô Viburnum  1 GAL 19 
JM Jasminum Mesnyi  Primrose Jasmine 1 GLA 9 

Figure 2.7 Table adapted from City of Tucson Parks and Recreation Plant list for Armory 

Park Senior Citizens Center Landscape Plan. Size and quantity reflect the proposed 

planting plan.  

The additional vegetation on site in the project area are not listed in the 1975 planting 

list (Figure 2.8) including a designed desert landscape theme in front and along the 

sides of the Armory Park Center.  

Botanical Name  Common Name  
Carnegiea gigantea  Saguaro 
Agave americana  Agave (several varieties) 
penstemon parryi  Penstemon  
Larrea tridentata  Creosote bush 
Nerium oleander  Oleander 
Opuntia  Prickly pear (several varieties) 
Fabaceae  Mesquite varieties 

Figure 2.8 Table of plants identified on site visit not listed on 1975 planting list. This is 

not an inclusive list of all plants on site, but a casual observation during a site visit on 

March 24, 2017. 
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Turf has been part of the project area design since the beginning, and is an important 

aspect of the park feeling and setting contributing to the historic design. The lawn is in 

continuous use by park patrons (Figure 2.9). Decomposed granite is used around recent 

tree planting and desert landscaping. The city invested in the infrastructure to bring 

reclaimed water to both the Armory Park and Tucson Childrenôs Museum landscape. 

 

Figure 2.9 Easter celebration and egg hunt on the lawn at Armory Park. Facing northeast, April 15th, 2017. (Susan 
Bierer, Photographer).  

 

Hardscape Features - Armory Park  

At 20,000 sq. ft., Armory Park Center is the only buil ding on the park parcel and can 

been referenced in Figures 2.5 and 2.6.  Attached to the north side of the building are 

public restrooms open for park and community use. Extant circulation features include 

the previously mentioned western half of the histo ric diagonal sidewalks with allées 

along the northwest and southwest corners of Sixth Avenue.  These sidewalks connect at 

the center of the park leading into a large central cement courtyard. The courtyard 

stands adjacent to the back entrance of the Armory Park Center and is accessed by 

maintenance drives at East Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets. Most of the contemporary 

style metal single unit park tables (Figure 2.10) seating are located within the confines 

of the central courtyard close to or under the youngest planted trees in the park.  While 

there are a few cement park benches scattered around the park, the central courtyard 

offers most of the shaded seating, yet much of the seating is not in the shade.   
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Figure 2.10 Examples of contemporary seating i n Armory Park courtyard, behind the Armory Park Center. Facing 
north. March 8,2017 (Susan Bierer, Photographer).  

The park retains a mix of both historic and contemporary small -scale features such as a 

drinking fountain and eight trash receptacles, park sig ns, a flagpole, memorials, and a 

bandshell platform used for speaking and events.  None of the interior park lighting is 

historic.  The double globe lights were designed by Robert Bailey and John Hibbert to be 

comparable but not a replication of the histor ic two-globe street lights on South Fourth 

Avenue in 1978-1979. The work was done in conjunction with the City of Tucson 

Transportation/Electric Department as part of a $250,000 Block Grant. The lights were 

installed on the avenues in the historic district  (Stephen Grede, personal 

communication). Other park lighting includes shuffleboard lights and perimeter 

streetlights, some of which are owned by the City of Tucson and others are the property 

of Tucson Electric Power. 

Other important small-scale features include the four memorials commemorating 

servicemen of the World War I, the Spanish-American War, World War II and the 

Mormon Battalion that served during the Mexican -American War. The Spanish-

American Memorial depicts a solider of the period in bronze mou nted on a stone base 

providing details of the war and where the servicemen went. The World War I memorial 

is a bronze plaque (with the words ñLest We Forgetò) embedded in cement, also on a 

stone base. The Mormon Battalion memorial is a bronze plaque (detailing the service 


































































