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It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.

Neighbors Feeding Neighbors Update
NFN is experiencing a transition as well. It continues to grow and 
expand. It is still helping with meals for the newly moved seniors, who 
are at Armory Center most days, and expanding its services to a broader 
downtown area. Last year, APNA helped with about 40% of the funding. 
APNA will continue to help support the program, and the many 
donations made through APNA or directly by area residents help 
continue to meet the expanding needs within our neighborhood.  Costs 
have gone down, and donations from an expanding network of other 
people and institutions interested in the program are helping it to 
expand its reach. Many thanks to Jefferson Bailey, St. Andrews and the 
many volunteers who keep this program going and growing!  Stop by St. 
Andrews at 545 S. 5th Ave., any weekday morning to see how you can 
help out, or contact:  standrewstucson@gmail.com

Armory Park Center Meal Program Continues

Dinner is offered Monday through Friday from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  The 
suggested donation is $2.00, for those over 60.  Paying guests are 
needed to help keep the program going!  If you live in Armory Park and 
are registered for the meal program, free transportation is available.  
Call 791-4865 the day prior, to schedule a ride. 

Armory Park’s Feral Cat Program Working

APNA can help out if you have feral cat issues on your property or 
nearby areas.  We’ve helped a number of residents with problems this 
year. The APNA Spay/Neuter/Release program has materials to loan, and 
can provide assistance in helping you get feral populations fixed so they 
don’t continue to grow.  Pima County currently has a fund to cover  S/N/
R costs at the Humane Society of Southern Arizona.  The APNA program 
helps get those resources, and provides back-up funding as needed.  
For more information, contact Tim Vanderpool at 730-7919, or 
tmvpl@cox.net.
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From the President’s Pen
Greetings friends and neighbors:

2012 has been an unusually busy year for all of us in 
Armory Park and indeed for the whole downtown Core 
districts’ residents. The board has met every month (no 
vacations), to discuss and hopefully resolve some of the old 
and many new issues that have come up this year. Issues 
such as new overlay zonings, the creation of a Central 
Business District and Redevelopment Zone, the start of 
construction on the Sun Link Streetcar, new construction at 
our edges and redevelopment of existing buildings in the 
neighborhood have all taken a great deal of care and 
consideration to make sure our and our neighbors’ quality of 
life only changes for the better, and not the reverse.

Community interests within the neighborhood have taken 
center stage, too. We’ve worked on parking solutions, a 
reduction in cross-through traffic, worked to get drug 
dealers out of the neighborhood, further developed the 
Community Garden Program, fully established Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, expanded Neighbors Feeding 
Neighbors, and restarted a Home Tour.

All of this has happened because of committed volunteers-- 
including board members and importantly, dozens of others. 
We thank everyone who has participated this year, in 
whatever capacity, to make Armory Park a wonderful, 
engaged place to live.

APNA is trying to reach out to everyone.  In addition to the 
monthly meetings on the second Tuesday night of each 
month, the list serve is working really well: 
armorypark@yahoogroups.com 
The website hasn’t seen the development I would like this 
year ( I’m not that tech-savvy ), but it does post all meetings 
and agendas, and other articles of interest: 
armoryparktucson.org
And apparently there is a good showing on the new Armory 
Park facebook page: facebook.com/armory.park  Some of 
the meetings have been well-attended by residents, others 
not so much.

Seeking better participation, the September 11, 2012 
meeting will be a General Meeting (see the outline below).  
The October 9, 2012 meeting will be a regular board 
meeting, but everyone is invited.

I expect we will have guests of interest. And of, course, the November 13, 2012 
meeting is APNA’s Annual Meeting, with elections for 2013.

APNA will have a Home Tour this year on Saturday, November 3, 2012 during 
the afternoon, followed by a Neighborhood Party!  And of course, APNA will 
have our annual Holiday Party in early December, too! We hope all of you will 
participate in all of these events and continue to make Armory Park a great 
place to live!

Best wishes,

John Burr, president, APNA

mailto:standrewstucson@gmail.com
mailto:standrewstucson@gmail.com
mailto:tmvpl@cox.net
mailto:tmvpl@cox.net
mailto:armorypark@yahoogroups.com
mailto:armorypark@yahoogroups.com


N E I G H B O R H O O D  N E W S L E T T E R

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              2

Neighbors Helping Neighbors Update
NHN is a group of volunteers who’ve gathered together to help our aging and 
disabled neighbors in downtown Tucson.  These volunteers are folks who are 
helping our community to be more sustainable.   A sustainable neighborhood 
means residents assist one another to keep people in their homes so they can 
continue to be a part of the community for as long as possible.  All of us in our 
diversity are the richer for a sustainable neighborhood.

Our volunteers aren’t looking for kudos, but we wouldn’t exist without them.  We 
give our special thanks to Fred Eisele, Phyllis Factor, Paul Gohdes, Jerry Kreutzer, 
George Mairs, Claudia Sandoval, Bob and Wanda Stauffacher, and Richard Steen.  
And, of course, many thanks to Vern Berry, who as dispatcher, has been a founding 
father and the face of NHN for its first ten months.

NHN began last October, providing free rides for medical appointments and grocery  
shopping.  Now it serves over thirty clients; its volunteers have provided nearly two 
hundred rides, and it’s growing every day.  The NHN office and the coordinator are 
housed at the Armory Senior Center, and NHN gets invaluable support from the 
Armory Park Neighborhood Association, Neighbors’ Care Alliance, and Pima 
Council on Aging.

Now NHN is at a critical juncture.  We know that the Armory Apartment residents 
have moved to Menlo Park.  They will continue to need rides to their doctors and 
pharmacies and markets so NHN will need more drivers if it expands services 
geographically.   While it is partnering with Menlo Park to help the seniors, NHN also 
needs a hand in expanding the kinds of services offered.  Soon the group plans to 
be make friendly phone calls and personal visits because boredom and loneliness 
are the most powerful factors contributing to elders’ depression.  If you can help in 
any way as a volunteer, give NHN a call at 344-3222. If you know senior or disabled 
neighbors or relatives who need our help and who haven’t yet signed up with 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, tell them about us. Let them know  “Free 
transportation!”  and someone who will listen are always available. Please, give 
them the number to call: 344-3222.

Now there is a critical need for a new dispatcher.  Vern Berry has been an excellent, 
compassionate  man, steering NHN through its first ten months.  Now he must 
move on.  The job of dispatcher is the person who fields all calls and coordinates 
the volunteer availability with client needs.  The dispatcher needs to be present at 
the Neighborhood Center a couple times a week to meet with walk-ins, but the 
dispatching work can otherwise be done from a home computer.  If you share a 
vision of a sustainable Tucson, if you’d like to help our seniors and disabled, and if 
you can give an hour or two a day, please call George Mairs at 623-2388 to learn 
more about what’s involved or contact him at: gmairs@msn.com

Do You Part to Keep Armory Park Clean

Every year, monsoon comes, and with the rain comes weeds and vegetation overgrowth. 
Please keep in mind that since Armory Park is such a wonderful place to walk around, a lot of 
people use the public sidewalks and minor avenues adjacent to our properties. Please trim 
your vegetation in the right of way, so there is a clear path for everyone!  Everyone in the city 
gets two Brush and Bulky pick-ups a year.  In Armory Park, its usually July and late 
November.  If you need to get rid of large items, like tree limbs or sofas during the rest of the 
year, please don’t put them out on the curb for people to have to walk around for months at a 
time.  The city will do individual pick-ups on request, but there is a fee.  Otherwise, if it 
doesn’t fit in a barrel, it will not be picked up.
One great way to get rid of items quickly and free, is to list them on Freecycle.com and 
someone will pick them for you!  In the case of large yard waste, keep it in a safe area within 
your property, until its time for another B&B pick-up.  Help keep Armory Park looking great, 
for everyone!

A	 SPECIAL	 APPEAL:	 	 APNA	 NEEDS	 YOUR	 MEMBERSHIP	 	 

This year, the participation in neighborhood associations is 
significantly down in all the neighborhoods city-wide.  A few years 
ago, the city largely supported neighborhood interests, by providing 
the Department of Neighborhood Resources, which included 
outreach, free newsletters for neighborhood associations, liaisons 
to city staff and departments, and information on what was going on 
in the city that residents could participate in and be heard. One by 
one, all of those things have gone away. And, increasingly, it seems 
that the city at large has a new agenda that doesn’t necessarily 
include resident or neighborhood participation in big decisions, 
unless they happen to show up at a given meeting, and sometimes 
even when they do, favoring other interests.

Members of APNA’s board participate on various other committees, 
advisory groups, and coalitions in addition to APNA, and work with 
with many other neighborhood and community leaders throughout 
the region. Everyone in this group has noted this trend, and seen 
the participation of residents decline. Neighborhood leaders are 
joining together to help resolve this imbalance in the way the city 
works. But every neighborhood association and group needs the 
support of its membership to have a strong collective voice to guide 
our community’s growth, development, and richness. 

Similar to most other neighborhood associations,  just over a third 
of APNA’s traditional membership has joined this year. Its easy to 
put off things like membership dues when everyone is busy and 
looking at serious budget issues. Some just forget. But APNA needs 
all residents to participate in this larger conversation, not only to 
keep APNA working, but for the entire neighborhood to continue to 
be a great place to live. We can’t do it alone. We need all of you. It 
takes time and money to keep-up our streets and circles, print and 
produce mailings, host neighborhood gatherings and parties, 
provide meals and services to those that need them, build gardens, 
maintain websites and communications, put in neighborhood 
lighting, or occasionally, as APNA experienced in the 1990’s and 
WUNA is finding this year, hire lawyers to fight for the vested 
interests of the community-at-large.

APNA currently has low expenses, a reasonable reserve, and this 
year, a balanced budget. But in the long run, it can’t always do so if 
everyone doesn’t put in some effort, in either time or money. Its that 
simple.

If you have already joined, and possibly made a donation, we 
sincerely thank you. If you haven’t joined this year, please take the 
time right now to either fill out the attached form and mail it in, or go 
to armoryparktucson.org, select “Become a Member” and fill out 
and pay the application securely online. If you’d like to join but don’t 
have the resources this year, contact us. You can volunteer to 
become a member too! We want everyone to participate however 
they can. Your membership in APNA helps make it all possible!

Email us at: info@armoryparktucson.org or call us at 955–9424 if 

you have any questions.  
   

Armory Park Historic Zone Advisory Board  
There are specific guidelines for the Historic 
District that must be followed.  Save 
yourself time and money and make sure your 
ideas and plans are appropriate prior to 
starting a project. Before you do anything 
that in any way affects the exterior of your 
home or property, please contact Nadine 
Rund, Chair, at 622-5676 or Phyllis Factor 
at 623-8722.
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Currents

1st Saturday Café  October 6, 2012
The Neighborhood Cafe at St. Andrew's is a chance to get to 
know your neighbors and build community. Everyone is 
invited to bring something to share with others. Food, 
flowers, or a song.  The summer saw dinners as well. Now 
that fall is coming, the regular schedule resumes. Every first 
Saturday of the month, 8 am to 11 am, 5th Ave. and 16th St., 
at St. Andrew's Parish Hall. For questions or more info, 
contact Carol Bradsen at: carolbradsen@gmail.com,  or 
429-9792.

Neighborhood Cleanup-- October 2012
We’re hoping to do a neighbor hood clean-up in the two 
weeks just before the Home Tour. We’re looking into getting 
dumpsters again and seeking locations for them. Over the 
last 9 years, Paul and Delores Ghodes hosted a clean-up 
party, and coordinated the clean-up. This year, they decided 
to move away from Tucson to be closer to their children and 
grandchildren. We all miss them and wish them well on their 
new endeavors. So, we are looking for new volunteers to 
pick-up where they left off. Please let us know if you want to 
help with the clean-up efforts! Call 955-9424. If you can’t 
join a clean-up party, please do your part with your own 
property before the crowds for Home Your and El Tour de 
Tucson arrive on your block in November!

The APNA Home Tour is Saturday, November 3, 
2012
A significant number of residents have already signed up 
their houses to be on the tour this year. If you would like to 
open your house, be a volunteer at homes, or in operations, 
set-up, clean-up or some other way, come to the September 
General Meeting on the 11th, or contact Committee Chair 
Chris Stebe at 440-7131 or cstebe@hotmail.com.

Neighborhood Party, Saturday, November 3, 2011, 
(following the Home Tour.)
Watch for details at armoryparktucson.org and on the list-
serve.

El Tour Downtown (Tucson) on Saturday, November 
17, 2012
2012 El Tour starts and stops at Armory Park. South 6th 
Avenue and parts of 22nd St. will be closed off for the entire 
day. It should be a little crazy down here on the 17th if you 
are trying to go anywhere. At least 10,000 are expected to be 
in our neighborhood that day. Residents east of 6th Ave can 
go out north, east, and south. Residents west of 6th Ave. will 
have to travel north only. Watch the APNA website for 
updates on how you might be affected!

APNA Holiday Party, first or second weekend in 
December, 2012. Watch the website for details.

That’s the rest of the APNA year in a nutshell. 
Please join us in the coming months!

Mark Your  Meetings Calendar!

APNA General Meeting September 11, 2012, 7pm, St. Andrews 
Parish Hall
Outline:
It’s a full agenda for this month’s meeting. Ron Schwabe of Peach 
Properties and his team will lay out their plans for the former Armory 
Park (Senior) Apartments. It should be interesting to see how the 
building will transition to market-rate housing in the near future. 
Bring your questions!

We’ll hold an Alternate Election for anyone who would like to join the 
APNA board as an alternate this year.

APNA has been discussing  a community garden for a while, now is 
the time to make it happen! We’ll discuss the new APNA Gardening 
Network; looking at possible sites, developing a gardening tool 
lending “library” for APNA members, and showing how the new 
programs can help you start and maintain your own gardens, 
including an APNA Seed Bank and other things!

Dabney Philabaum will outline whats needed and is seeking new 
volunteers to continue the block captain/ Crime Watch network in 
Armory Park. Many thanks for her years of help on this. We hope a 
new leader will emerge to keep this important program going.

And finally, we’ll have updates on local concerns, like drug dealers in 
our section 8 housing, among other things. Please join us! Questions, 
please contact John Burr at jodabu@hotmail.com

APNA Board Meeting October 9, 2012
The agenda has not been set yet for this meeting, but may include 
other developments going on in an and around the neighborhood, like 
the El Centro Student Housing now beginning constructions, 
increasing train noise issues and the results of the safety study, made 
by the RTA, and other items of interest

APNA Annual Meeting November 13, 2012
Every year, a third of the board is up for reelection, or an opportunity 
for retirement after their three year term. We hold elections for those 
seats, the next year’s officers, and any alternates who want to 
participate on the board and in APNA.  And usually a few other topics 
of interest are included too. Please contact John Burr if you are 
interested or have questions at 955-9424.

Board of Directors
John Burr — President
Gerald Swatez — Treasurer
Nadine Rund— Secretary

Elizabeth Burden, Tom Cline, Mark Crum, Fred Eisele, Phyllis Factor,   Tod 
Santee, Chris Stebe, Tim Vanderpool

Alternates: Rohn Brown,  Michael Katz, Joanne Kerrihard,  Jannelle Weakly

Armory Park Neighborhood Association
PO Box 2132
Tucson, AZ  85702
(520)955-9424
armoryparktucson.org
info@armoryparktucson.org
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